
 
Supervision, Capacity, Ratio 170-296A-5700 

 
Proposed WAC Recommendation Support 
170-296A-5700 A decrease in staff to child 

ratio even when 
accompanied by provider 
experience and training.  
See rationale from Caring 
For Our Children. 

Life Threatening: 
 
Cost: Cost of additional staff 
 
Regulation Considerations: Observation during site visit 
 
WAC Alignment: Center WACs should be revised to include Caring for our 
Children standards. 
 
Additional Information: 

Large Family Child Care 
Homes 144 Age  

Maximum 
Child:Staff Ratio  

Maximum  
Group Size 

≤ 12 months  2:1  6  
13-23 months  2:1  8  
24-35 months  3:1  12  
3-year-olds  7:1  12  
4- to 5-year-olds  8:1  12  
6- to 8-year-olds  10:1  12  
9- to 12-year-olds  
particularly vocabulary (1,9). 

12:1  12  

 
Low child: staff ratios for non ambulatory children are essential for fire safety. 
The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), in its NFPA 101: Life Safety 
Code, recommends that no more than three children younger than two years of 
age be cared for in large family child care homes where two staff members are 
caring for up to twelve children (6).  
Children benefit from social interactions with peers. However, larger groups 
are generally associated with less positive interactions and developmental 
outcomes. Group size and ratio of children to adults are limited to allow for 
one to one interaction, intimate knowledge of individual children, and 
consistent caregiving (7). Studies have found that children (particularly infants 



and toddlers) in groups that comply with the recommended ratio receive more 
sensitive and appropriate caregiving and score higher on developmental 
assessments. 
Similarly, low child: staff ratios are most critical for infants and young toddlers 
(zero to 209 twenty-four months) (1). Infant development and caregiving 
quality improves when group size and child: staff ratios are smaller (2). 
Improved verbal interactions are correlated with lower ratios (3). For three- 
and four-year-old children, the size of the group is even more important than 
ratios. The recommended group size and child: staff ratio allow three- to five-
year-old children to have continuing adult support and guidance while 
encouraging independent, self-initiated play and other activities (4). In 
addition, the children's physical safety and sanitation routines require a staff 
that is not fragmented by excessive demands. Child:staff ratios in child care 
settings should be sufficiently low to keep staff stress below levels that might 
result in anger with children. Caring for too many young children, in particular, 
increases the possibility of stress to the caregiver/teacher, and may result in 
loss of the caregiver/teacher’s self-control (11). Caring for our Children  3rd 
Edition 
 

 


